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The image of ZHOU Puyuan in CAO Yu's Thunderstorm

Hiroshi Seto

Cao Yu's "Thunderstorm" is a masterpiece of Chinese drama. Zhou Puyuan, a character in
"Thunderstorm", is the owner of the Zhou family, the main setting of "Thunderstorm", the chairman of
the coal mining company, and the key person in "Thunderstorm". Zhou Puyuan is the character most
discussed among the characters in "Thunderstorm", and he is also the character whose interpretation
has changed greatly with the changing times. In this paper, after reviewing the history of changes in
evaluation of Shumonen, I explored the characteristics of the image of Shumonen in line with the text of
"Thunderstorm" as follows.

After the founding of the People’s Republic and before the period of reform and opening up, Zhou
Puyuan was perceived as a negative capitalist and a negative person, reflecting the trend of the times.
After the period of reform and opening up, it reflects the trend of the times, and is not necessarily a
villain, but a person with complex humanity. Zhou Puyuan’s family probably came from a high-ranking
bureaucrat of the Qing dynasty, and Zhou Puyuan’'s study in Germany coincided with the rise of the
socialist movement in Germany, which influenced Zhou Yuan. After returning to Japan, his love affair
with Saiping was a practice of the idealism he had acquired in Germany, and greatly violated the social
morals of the time. Due to family pressure, Zhou Puyuan’s relationship ended in a catastrophe, and Zhou
Puyuan married a rich girl. This is the bankruptcy of Zhou Puyuan’s idealism, and after this Zhou Puyuan
transforms into a ruthless capitalist. Although Shiping was banished, Zhou-yuan felt guilty and preserved
the appearance of Shiping’s room for about 30 years. As the head of the family, Shuuen certainly has
feudal elements, but it also has strong modern elements such as respect for the individual and women.
Zhou Puyuan, as a whole, has modern values, which is consistent with the ruthlessness of capitalists.

Keywords : CAO Yu, Thunderstorm, ZHOU Puyuan, modernity



