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Changes of Students’ Interest in Children and Understanding of Children

— Comparison of Questionnaire Responses before Lectures of Child Health Nursing and after Chimcal Practice —

Kumiko YAMANAKA, Shoji YOSHIKAWA, Suemi NAGASHIMA

Abstract The aim of this study was to clarify the changes in students’ interest in children and under-
standing of them, which was the most basic goal of Child Health Nursing through the experience of
attending the lectures, seminar and clinical practice; and to consider Child Health Nursing Education
The subjects of this study were 72 students who had registered to take the courses. A pre-course and
a post-course questionnaire were administered. Both questionnaires were designed more or less
identically, and included structured and open-ended questions Responses were analyzed in four cate-
gories relating to the students’ learning objectives: the child’s stage of growth and development, the
child’s state of health; the influences of the disease, treatment and hospitalization; and the condition or
function of the child's family.

According to the results, almost all students responded that they liked children and had an interest
in them, both before and after the clinical practice. Almost all students had had previous experience
of contact with a child; however, only 13.8% had had frequent contact. The number of responses was
clearly increased after the clinical practice After considering the increase in all four categories, we
surmised that the students had recognized their goal, which they were required to reach during the
clinical practice. The descriptions of the influences of the disease, treatment and hospitalization were
most numerous before attending the lectures, but after the clinical practice, the descriptions of the

condition or function of the child’s family were significantly increased.

Key word. Child Health Nursing, Interest in the child, Understanding of the child, Experience of com-
ing in contact with a child
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