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A Study of the Curriculum Reform at Harvard College

FUKANO Masayuki
0 Obirin University

O Harvard University announced A Report on the Harvard College Curriculum Review in
April (ITT). The Review Committee examined the world famous 'Core Program' and
suggested a new concept of 'Harvard College Course' should be introduced to replace the
former. The Core Program had been in effect for the last thirty yearsO but in recent
years it has been criticized by faculties and students because of its disregard for natural
sciences difficult requirements for required subjectsl heavy teaching load for young
faculty members and so on. In the new College Course a lot of innovations in curriculum
are recommended as follows.

0 0O O Every Harvard College student should be expected to complete an overseas study
experience and should also be taught natural sciences(] as well as the humanities
and social sciences which are traditionally taught.

0 O O Harvard's concentrations 0 majorsd should entail fewer requirements and the
timing of concentration choices should be delayed to the middle of sophomore year.

0 O O Smaller classesld in freshman seminars & junior seminarst] and compulsory senior
thesis research should be introduced to encourage intellectual controversy. The
University calendar should be uniformed beyond the calendars of the several
Faculties to introduce experimental programs.

(0 These recommendations are considered to be a new challenge for Harvard to reaffirm

its commitment to a liberal education in an age of specialization and professionalization.

However, these changes are not necessarily innovative in the context of curriculum

reform in U.S. colleges and universities. It may be said that the changes have come rather

too late.
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