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Hair care before and after the Second World War
—a historical analysis of in a monthly magazine *“Shuhu no tomo”.

YOKOYAMA Tomoko

This study investigates articles about “hair” in “Shuhu no tomo”, a magazine
published from 1917. The women's magazine “Shufu no tomo”, which was sold 1
million and continued to be published during the war, is targeting at new middle-class
“housewives”. Extracted 261 articles about “hair” for 30 years from 1917 t01946 were
categorized “hair style”, “ hair care”, “hair accessory”, “Work related to hair” and “cure
of hair and head”. Each 10-year category was analyzed.

The findings suggest that the desired hairstyle was changed in accordance with the
women’s active social involvements and with the social infrastructure development.
However, in the time of the War, as the national mobilization was emphasized, it

influenced and changed not only the lifestyle but also the hairstyle of women.



