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Women with intellectual disabilities as seen by women’s shelter staff
members from the perspective of an anti-oppressive approach
— With a focus on the intersectionality between intellectual disabilities
and sex-centered issues —
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Abstract

With a focus on the main complaints of intellectually disabled women in women’s shelters with
“sexuality” at its core, interviews were conducted with five staff members to examine how the staff
members understand facility users and what kind of support they provide from the perspective
of an anti-oppressive approach. As a result, it became clear that the facility users with intellectual
disabilities were understood to be in an oppressive situation before coming to the facility. And
the staff members took a stance of neither denying nor affirming the users’ engagement in the
sex industry, All the staff members were particularly concerned about the social structure that
forces women with intellectual disabilities to engage in the sex industry. On the other hand, it was
suggested that it is difficult to provide support for victims of domestic violence due to the great

authority possessed by local administrations.

Key Words: Anti-oppressive practice, woman with intellectual disability, sexuality, DV, engagement

in the sex industry
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