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ESD is grounded in a rights-
based approach to education. It is concerned with the provision of quality 
education and learning that is relevant today. SDGs Introduction7

Goal4

The importance of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as other international 
instruments relating to human rights and international law, was also 
reaffirmed. Goal 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all  

2 Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights stipulates: (1) 
everyone has the right to education UNESCO 1960

 
3 UNESCO Strategy (2013,25) Education is a fundamental human right 

and contributes signicantly to the realization of other rights.
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6 a) Education as the provision of basic skills and b) education as the 
development of the intellectual, spiritual, and emotional potential of the young 
person or in other words the broader development of his or her personality.  

7 the notion 'basic skills' does not only include 'literacy and numeracy 
but also life skills such as the ability to make well balanced decisions; to resolve 
conflicts in a non-violent manner; and to develop a healthy lifestyle, good social 
relationships and responsibility critical thinking creative talents and other 
abilities which give children the tools needed to pursue their options in life.  
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Human Rights genealogy of "Education" in ESD, 
 and Quality Education 

 
Naohiro II 

 
The Global Action Programme, or the GAP, has been consecutively 

implemented from 2015, as well as setting the Sustainable Development Goals, 
or the SDGs, both of which upgraded ESD to the next stage. These GAP and 
SDGs, which also orient renewed ESD to its goals, stress the fundamental 
attribute of human rights in education in some issues they raise such as 
“reorientation” of education for sustainable society and future, and “education as 
a human right”. We need to consider these suggestions as indications of the 
important premises that confirm “the foundation of implementation” of ESD, 
which is a global cooperative implementation with each Member State having its 
own challenges in its background. 

Then, how should we comprehend this “reorientation” and the attribute of 
human rights in education under such condition mentioned above? And how do 
the both suggestions relate each other, and which way do they ask us to take in 
order to convert or reorient existing educational framework? Also, the relation 
between these suggestions and basic notions raised additionally such as “quality 
education” need to be examined.  

This paper gives full consideration to the significance of “reorientation” and 
“quality education”, as well as the relation between these two suggestions, by 
describing the tradition of the attribute of human rights in education in ESD, 
which steadily underlies these basic notions.    
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