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Analysis of Contents of “Principle of Nursery Care and Education” in
Textbooks for Training of Nursery Teachers

Natsuko Nakatani

Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

This study is aimed to grasp the contents of textbooks of “Principle of Nursery Care and
Education”, which are used in the training of nursery teachers. The subjects consist of 24
textbooks which were published in response to the revision of the “Guidelines for Nursery Care at
Day Nursery’ in 2008. I made a survey of the table of contents of each book. The similar sections
were put together into a category and were named. Subtotal and frequency of all categories were
calculated and compared with the items of standard syllabus given by the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare.

As a result, the contents of textbooks seemed to account for a great proportion of “present
situations and problems in early childhood care and education”, “developmentally appropriate care
and education”, “history of early childhood care and education in Japan”. The contents written for
the subject of “principle of nursery care and education” were too broad; therefore, the contents
of each textbook seemed not to be uniform. Moreover, descriptions of the significance, philosophy
and purposes of care and education seemed to be less. It was thought important to explore them

further in the future.

Key Words: training of nursery teachers, principle of nursery care and education,

contents of teaching, analysis of textbooks



