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A preliminary study on the concept of artistic production

Sun Bing

(School of International Cultural Exchange, Shanghai University of Finance and

Economics, Shanghai, 200083)

Abstract: Through the research into origins and development of artistic product
ion, the article explores the two levels of artistic production with Marx's o
bjectification theory and spiritual production theory. From a narrow perspective
, art activities are objectified activities that are not only between creators
and objects but also between recipients and art works. Such objectified acti
vities are generation processes of meaning to art works as well as mutual ge
neration processes between subjects and objects. From a broad perspective, art
activities, as social productive labor, can’t be free from fetters of materi
al production. In fact, during the history of art development, art itself as
an independent system continuously responds to inventions of new technology,
changes of social structure and changes in cultural awareness. By exploring th
e concept of artistic production from a new perspective, this article emphasiz
es the subjectivity of artistic practice and the integrity of artistic researc

h so as to better reflect the the nature and law of artistic activities.

Key words: artistic production, society, creation, restriction
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