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Carmen Stavarache

My dear friend

My dear friend.

I am writing you to tell you about my
experience in Japan. Many people asked me
what is my opinion about Japan, (even Japanese
people), now that | stayed here almost one year.
Before 1 came to Japan | was thinking to this
country as to a fairyland, too far away to be
reached, with people that are same as me and
still so much different, with such a beautiful
history and so many traditions that are still
alive. At the same time | knew Japan due to its
big corporations like Sony and Honda and many
others that are so advanced in electronics and
cars.

I am here and Japan remains a mystery to
me. As | walk on the street | can see beautiful
old houses and very small streets and at the
same time modern highways and very high
buildings. I see girls wearing kimonos and blue
jeans one next to another. Everywhere people
that do not know me salute me. | never met
people more polite than in Japan. | feel that
Japan is the cross road where the past meets
the present.

The University where 1 am working now,
Osaka Prefecture University, is a big one, with
many departments, covering a wide area of
science, art and technology. It is a place where
students learn how to become men, and in the
same time a place where people are making
science. Everywhere you can see research
groups studying many various subjects of great
concern nowadays. The group | am working with
now is a team of young students that work very
hard. Even if it is hard to speak to each other,

due to the language barrier (I cannot speak
Japanese and they can only read English) we
communicate through a common language, the
science language, which all of us can
understand. Even if | am one of the two girls in
this lab, I do not feel strange. | think that
chemistry is more suitable for women than for
men, because it needs finesse and patience. |
don't know why girls do not choose this faculty.
May be due to their sensitivity and desire for
beauty and arts, languages and history. All |
can say is that | found chemistry and the science
of materials as mysterious and fascinating as
all the arts. Science is an art itself. | cannot
define it as something abstract or theoretical.

I found here, in this laboratory everything |
need in order to conduct my research: the
materials, the newest devices for the most
accurate analysis, and in the library all the
articles | need for my references. | was very
pleased to see there the first volume of Chemical
Abstracts, issued in 1907. | feel that this is the
best place where | can be right now. | think that
not so many people can say that. So | feel very
fortunate that my destiny allowed me to come
and study in Japan. | know that only here |
can fulfill some of my goals and get my PhD.
degree very soon.
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