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The Support Needs and the Role of Support Organizations

for Foster Families

—Consideration Based on Opinions of Foster Parents——

Kayoko ITO

This study first clarifies what the support needs are for foster parents within the

context of foster parent support organizations (for example, child guidance centers,

associations of foster parents, support agencies for foster families, and residential care

homes for children). Second the study provides a consideration of the future role of fos-

ter parent support organizations based on the identified needs. The research method

chosen was text mining and Content Analysis.

The analysis results revealed that many foster parents had needs for strong guid-

ance from private support organizations. Also, depending on the topics for consultation,

foster parents were choosing to use various facilities, including child consultation cen-

ters, foster parent societies, private support organizations, foster parent support agen-

cies and residential care homes for children. In addition, the results suggested that

there was limited cooperation and there were few information exchanges between fos-

ter parents and staff of residential care homes for children. It was concluded consider-

ation should be given to clarify the role of “the social workers supporting foster par-

ents” of children newly placed in residential care homes.

Key Words :

Foster parent, Support for foster family, Child guidance center, Social

worker supporting foster parent



