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Abilities necessary for practicing certified nurse
specialist (CNS) in cancer nursing; view of training
course teachers and CNS in cancer nursing
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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to clarify the abilities regarded as necessary by
teachers in charge of the training course for certified nurse specialists (CNS) in cancer nursing
and CNSs in cancer nursing when the CNS in cancer nursing put their roles into practice.
Method: (Subjects) Eight teachers in charge of the training course for CNS in cancer nursing
in graduate school master's degree programs in nursing and 27 CNSs in cancer nursing.
(Data collection) We interviewed the subjects concerning the abilities that they regarded
as necessary when the CNS in cancer nursing put their roles into practice. (Analysis) Using
content analysis, we classified the abilities regarded as necessary into some categories.
(Ethical consideration) We explained the purpose and methods of this study to the subjects,
and obtained their consent to participate in this study. Results: The abilities that the teachers
in charge of the training course for CNS in cancer nursing and the CNSs in cancer nursing
regarded as necessary when the CNS in cancer nursing put their roles into practice could be
classified into 16 categories respectively; the ability “to acquire information and knowledge”, “to
assess patients with cancer”, “to be close to subjects”, “to be insightful”, “to change”, “to analyze
conflict”, “to communicate”, “to negotiate”, “to try to fulfill the role of CNS in cancer nursing’,
and others. Conclusion: We found that the teachers in charge of CNS in cancer nursing and
the CNSs in cancer nursing regarded many and various kinds of abilities as necessary when
the CNS in cancer nursing put their roles into practice. We also found that it was necessary
to train the ability to solve problems based on the special knowledge and skill on the cancer
nursing, to involve with others, to undertake leadership, and to ensure one's identity as CNS.
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