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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of critical thinking on clinical
competence in nursing students. A self-report questionnaire was administered to nursing
students (fourth-year university students and third-year vocational school students), and
525 valid responses were obtained. Multiple regression analysis was carried out with clinical
competence as a dependent variable and critical thinking as an independent variable. Clinical
competence was significantly influenced by factors indicating willingness to: create a logical
argument (f=.218), accept excellent arguments and solutions proposed by others (3
=161), respect others opinions (f=.150), take evidence-based action (f=.122), take on
new challenges (=.104), use other methods in case one does not work (4=.101), and make
concentrated efforts to solve problems (f=.090) (adjusted R*=.363). In order to improve the
clinical competence of nursing students, it is important to provide support that can strengthen
their ability to form logical arguments.
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