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Cats in the Works of Keigo Higashino

Tamaki Horie

Some writers are ardent cat-lovers. Among them,Yukio Mishima was called “crazy about cats”
by his own father. Though not to the same extent as Mishima, Keigo Higashino is fond of cats. This
tendency is clearly evident in his writing after he got Yumekichi, a light brown tomcat. Since that time,
cats have begun to appear in his stories.

In Either One Killed Her (Dochiraka ga Kanojo wo Koroshita), a young lady loved cats and the
pictures of cats brought her the chance to meet a man, who later caused her tragedy. The neighboring
lady, who was also a cat-lover, heard voices on the night of the murder and also remembered the pictures
of cats which disappeared from the victim’s room. Though indirectly, these cats led to the clue which
solved the case.

In | Killed Him (Watashi ga Kare wo Koroshita), a man kept Sally, a gorgeous Russian Blue,
which brought him the chance to meet a beautiful lady. When she committed suicide because of the
broken heart, he decided to have his revenge on her ex-lover. After the ex-lover’s death, he became
one of the suspects. Another suspect was found to have killed a dirty stray cat in order to carry out an
experiment on the effect of poison. When the detective visited the former suspect and saw Sally, he said
enigmatically, “This cat seems happy.”

In some of Higashino’s short stories cats become important plot devices: criminals arrange for
others to feed the cats so that they will have alibi and be able to accomplish the plans of murder. In other
short stories, cats provide the clue to the murder with their hair or some ornament of collar.

In White Night Journey (Byakuya-ko), an archetypal femme fatale heroine, Yukiho reminds one of
an elegant well-bred cat, but Kazunari, who comes from a wealthy family, feels that she is a wicked stray
cat. Yukiho’s almond-eyes are described as these of a cat, especially when she happens upon an object of
desire. Also in Mysterious Night (Genya), the femme fatale heroine, Mifuyu has almond-eyes. Of course
the cat type femme fatale may be criticized as being cliché, but Higashino’s originality in terms of cat
people can be found in Dream Runs around Torino (Yume wa Torino wo Kakemeguru).

The story is not a mystery but a fantasy fiction with its setting being the Torino Winter Olympic
Games. At the beginning of the story, Yumekichi, Higashino’s own cat, is turned into a young man and
together they go to Torino to watch the games. Instead of the usual report on winter sports, Higashino
employs Yumekichi as the first person narrator, who often criticizes his master severely and humorously
in a similar vein to the unnamed cat of Soseki Natsume’s famous novel while telling the story of their
tour around Torino.

A year after Torino, Higashino declared that he would not write essays again. He thinks of himself



as a mystery writer and not a talented essayist. For the final book of selected essays, Perhaps My Last
Bow (Tabun Saigo no Goaisatsu) he drew some comical illustrations of cats and used the photo of
Yumekichi’s hair for the book cover. This work fully shows his affection for Yumekichi.

Thus, we can see how Higashino uses Yumekichi to develop unique ideas for his works as well as
appreciating him as a beloved pet.



