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Transmission of Tangbao ¥ in Late Ming Era
—From Outside the Border of Datong X[F] to Beijing

SAKURAI Toshiro

An official document, which transmit military information from the front line, was called
Tangbao #E# in the Ming times. When an office receives a document which needs to be relayed
finally to the central government, such as Tangbao, they usually quote the sentences from the
received document, without changing even a word, and then makes the new one. As a consequence,
many strata of former documents form the newly made document.

Not only the original military information of the front, but also the data of who made the
document at which office, and when they were received, are recorded in them at each phase of the
relaying route. And that is why we could know by which route the information was relayed, and how
many days and hours it needed, from the northwest front of Datong to get to Beijing.

In this article, I studied 8 cases of relayed Tangbao during13th and 14th year of Chong-zhen £%
#8 reign (1340~1341), whose original information were mostly from Shahu fortress ZX#ALE. All of
them finally reached Beijing via Right Guard of Datong KR/ and Datong-chen KX[F]#. The
estimated distance between Shahu fortress and Beijing, when courier and postal routes 5ZR# were
used, was about 520km, and the days required to pass through would be around 10 to 15, including
time spent to deal with the document at the offices en route.

It is a characteristic fact that they needed comparatively long time at Datong-chen, especially at
the offices of the Grand Coordinator 34 or the Intendant of Military Command Circuit SZ{#i#. It
might be due to their increasing authority and responsibility in the latter half of Ming time.
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