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The problems of the present situation concerning the Courses
“Japanese as a Foreign Language”
—A Case Study of Foreign Students at Osaka Prefecture University —

Masayo Yamaguchi, Eiji Nakayama

In 2003, Osaka Prefecture University accepted 200 foreign students — 66 bachelor
students, 121 master students, 20 pre-master students and 2 exchange students. But the
Japanese as a Foreign Language Courses is only for bachelor students who have taken the
Examination for Japanese University Admission for International Students (EJU) in 2002
and those who achieved the Japanese Language Proficiency Level 1 before 2002. Master
students, pre-master students and exchange students, who do not have necessary
proficiency in Japanese, must study by themselves or take the Japanese as a Foreign
Language Courses which they normally feel to be difficult, if they want to study Japanese.

EJU started in 2002. That means that foreign students can take the EJU in their
home courtiers in English or in Japanese, after which they come directly to Osaka
Prefecture University. Therefore many foreign students have little knowledge of Japanese
and are unable to communicate to Japanese students and local people. These students
want to study Japanese but they have no idea about how to do this. Under these
circumstances it 1s necessary for the Osaka Prefecture University to consider introducing
new methods of ensuring that foreign students can be integrated into the Japanese
environment by promoting their Japanese language skill. Because of the large number of
foreign students, it is necessary that the University should intensify Japanese Language
teaching for these students by adjusting the level and increasing the number of course
available.



