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Semantic Restrictions of Nouns Expressing Sports Occurring with “Play”

Mitsuko Hirai and Kohjiro Hisabe

("Osaka Prefecture College of Health Sciences and *School of Humanities, Kwansei Gakuin University)

The verb “play” can take nouns expressing various kinds of sport as its object: play tennis, play baseball, etc. But not all can
occur with “play”: *play boxing, * play camping. (*shows an ungrammatical sentence.)

In this paper, first we studied the semantic change of “play” diachronically. Next we divided various kinds of sport into two
groups and analyzed them: one is a group of nouns expressing sports which can occur with “play”, the other is a group of those which
cannot. As a result, we found that almost all kinds of sport occurring with “play” had six features; while meeting the six features, the
noun expressing the sport could occur in the object position of “play”. Therefore we suggest that the six features are the semantic
restrictions of nouns expressing sports occurring with “play”. Also we add that in the case of having a shortage of two features and

over, the noun expressing the sport could not occur with “play”.

Key words: play; plegan; player; semantic restriction; six features

1. 3 U &

WEOBF “play” PHERRL T ALENSTEE R
HHOAR—vERTHALHWELLTEY, Ihb
DAFR=V% [TH] LwHIEREDL-TWAI LIFL
{ImunTwB o, Ll “play” AT _THRAKR—Y
NDHEBZBEMELLTELILEIETER Y,

(1) a. I played baseball yesterday.
b. *I played boxing.
¢. *Mary will play camping.

FlZiE Q) OFILICBCT aBPLEMTHSLDIIXL, b,
COTRHLENTH S CRIELENTHL I LER
EDE

LIATAR=VIIZGEETSTLHEHY»H B, FERR
By h—DEHZF—rF—24, TEREED LS

BASHEANTHBRAE S AKR—Y, KKPLATr— PO L
A RBAEEH, Fx r7RAHVOL D ITEIHBKRESF
bhwl ) -2 a3 Y UOBVWAR—Y R ETH 5,
AAETEHAR-VEORBRIZ [~%T5] 2HiTHZ
WX, AR—VOBEHIIEADLLTZEDAKR -V %
5] LS TEERTIENWET, £ IITITEKREY
FIRIE RV, L2L Q) @b, ¢c2VRLTWAEHIZ, H
FBOAR—YE [T5] ITHETHHEED “play” 2
WX 5 A FICERMHRAZED O D 12,
BROFTEHRICBVTE, —RiICMmEFE L BWEDOLH
AMHSEEL D B0 L) »iE, BEN GRS 58I
LU TERMERZ I - T A EREESN TS, £2
TR TIX T TEBEWIC “play” 208 L, T OHGEDR
EDL) REBERNELLEZRTCEL-OIEHEDY, £In
Lima DT "play” WHMFEIIHNLTL-TWAEE
HREHIRZ BT 5,

* AR R o Al
oo BV AR A SO R Bl il

(ZfHH 200248 J12H, 28T 2002 210130 H)

o B O “play” i3k A R EHED D A, AR TIEAR—Y
WCHT A EROMMIRE L TER L,

G Z AN E LS Cplay” A MFED KK L CEKRN R
IR Z b 7%, HMZED L O AT S A 0 BRI % ] R
*boTWEHHHEMNDLH S,
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2. “play” OEBFRIA IR
FTHDITEEN SN AT LHZ 12X “play” OK
B BEWREHD,
“play” (3 EFENSTFAL, YT “plegan” L
VEETH o7,

(2) We larab o=t preost ne beo hunt

We teach that apriest neither is a huntsman
ne hafecere ne taflere ac plege on

nor ahawker nor agambler, because plays on

his bocum. (Simpson, 1989)
his  books.

(We teach that a priest is neither a huntsman nor a
hawker nor a gambler, because he plays on his
books.) ¥

(2) 13960 FEOPIL TH Do ZDOIITHBIT S “plegan”
WEBIRKFICHBIT S “occupy oneself” ZEFEKELTwb,
Tabb (2) OB LEBAERIRT L RDLH 1Y
HEEZOLND,

(3) We teach that a priest is neither a huntsman nor a
hawker nor a gambler, because he occupies himself

in his books.

KIPRFEIZBIT S “play” A TH b,

(4) lesus went him for to plai with childir onan
Jesus turns him further to play with children on a

halidai. (Simpson, 1989)
holiday.

(Jesus turns himself further to play with children on
a holiday.)

@ IZ1B0FEHOB L TH B,
& “exercise oneself in the way of diversion or amuse-
ment”, $4bL [BLALPLE] Lv)EREE
LTSl E0)BREEL LI ISR -7 TR UK
WHIRD &S B TS 5,

ZDXIBWT “play”

(5) be wreadfule bivore be feond skirmed mid
Then awrathfulman before the devil tosses with
cnives ant is his cnif-warpere, ant pleied mid
aknife and is his knifethrower, and plays with

h WJ)'L(Z), (4)v (5) (b)O)gJ.{knnn}\‘i %"?@1)\“(&)%]‘3*
MO H DT, TELWY KLU EIZRL7 DO TH B,

sweordes,... (Burrow, 1996)

a sword,...
(Then a wrathful man tosses before the devil with a
knife and is his knife-thrower, and plays with a

sword,...)

6G) DHIE, flEM-T (8 ] L
ERRZ I ORIZIE

V) ERTH S
“swordplay” (BIffi) &\ FEH

T 5,
SHICHAEIEICADLERD B6) & (D DL LB
MHRHEND,

(6) The Dolphyn...
The Dolphin...

sent to hym a tunne of tennis
sends to him a barrel of tennis

balles to plaie with. (Simpson, 1989)
balls to play with

(The Dolphin...sends a barrel of tennis balls to him
to play with.)

(7) He taught young ladies to play billiards on a wet day.
(Simpson, 1989)

6) 131548 DL DTH b, ZOXLT “play” & [ K
—hEMS TSR] L) ERERLTVLIENS
‘play” 2% [FR—n] L SHOBRDBH DL EEFRIEL
TWwde £727) OBILIL 1866 FED LD TH L%, “bil-
liards” RN TV B2 EHS [HR—] OFffEEEMFT

5LDTHAENZ LI,
STITETTEATLE, "play” 13 [0 o##E
TEATHTO [HS ] bvw)yEKkELE, K- &
MEPDOEENHDL 2 ENbh b, ZOERITBILE
WKBWTLZOTEZTMAIN T DL EEZSNA,
7z The Oxford English Dictionary (LLF OED) T2z “a
definite form of amusement”™ & LT “game” %##2z Tw
52 EMS “play” & "game” 2 F ) [HEET S - i
I EVIHIEREL TR EVE L, UWTFIh b
EEAIRTHREHEDO TV,

3. “play” EHERIEELXR—V

“play” EIETWHREL AR —Y OMHIIZEN LS %
LOWHBEDONEARTHDL, 2T “play” & AHK—
VOMHB OB ERT O, AE—VOFfELEF
DIAR=V%EFTHAN] OFVFH, ZLTEDAE—
# [35]), 2F0F0OAK-YOBEABEHUNTH,
14 “play” &HREWEER AR — v, K2 3L
AR—=VTH 5.



1 play’ LLEHRELZAR—VDHH
AR—V4 AR—YT 5B A & 3
badminton player play badminton
billiards player play billiards
bowling player/bowler play bowls/bowl
baseball player play baseball
basketball player play basketball
cricket player/cricketer play cricket/cricket
croquet player play croquet
curling player/curler play curling/curl
football® 5’ player/footballer play football
golf player/golfer play golf/golf
handball player play handball
hockey player play hockey
lacrosse player play lacrosse
netball player play netball
ping-pong/table tennis | player play ping-pong
play table tennis
polo player play polo
rugby (football) player play rugby
soccer player play soccer
softball player play softball
squash player play squash
tennis player play tennis
volleyball player play volleyball
g2 Cplay’ ZIBEAWEELAKR—YOM]
AR—=V 4 AR—=VT B A B
archery archer —
bobsled bobsledder bobsled
boxing boxer box
camp/camping camper camp
canoe canoeist canoe
dive/diving diver dive
fencing fencer fence
fishing fisher(man) fish
gymnastics gymnast
hunting hunter hunt
judo judoist —
kayak kayaker kayak
karate karateka™ %’ karate
kendo kendoist -
luge luger luge
mountaineering/ mountaineer mountaineer/

mountain climbing

climb a mountain

rock-climbing

rock-climber

rock-climb

row rower row
shooting shooter shoot
skating skater skate
skateboarding skateboarder skateboard
skiing skier ski
snowboarding snowboarder snowboard
surfing surfer surf
swimming swimmer swim
taekwondo taekwondoist —
trampoline trampoliner, trampolinist —
weightlifting weightlifter —
windsurfing windsurfer windsurf

wrestling

wrestler

wrestle
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CCTIE-MICERL TR ARV @ LD, $XCOMHZ LD H b TERV, ARTEIITHALTVB LD
DOV TOFRIZEEDT,
191 A F ) AT —HH -SNBMBFT “soccer” & “rugby” (Z0# L7, 727 XY AT “football” (%

“football”

iZ,
“American football” ® = & % {54,
“karateka” (ZITAMHAT R TR »SBASKAZLDOTH S,

(e.g. The other guy was making like a karateka. (Simpson, 1989))
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1B TLLOOBFAFIIONT, “cricket” L5
(2 “play” ZfEo-oTHWSN DL DL “cricket” £
ﬁﬁ@Z@ﬁ#b&é%@ﬁ%%oithﬁ—7%¢

HAN] BEFEFEOSG LK, EREE e MHESR
72H & “player” 0)2$iﬁiﬁ75‘bbié LONDH DL, —Hk
WCEEEE LT “play” ZfE) b 0iE, 2O [AFK—v
3 HN] & “player” EIERZENTED, BhAI
“baseball” 2T A5 AIDOWTKD LD LHEINH A,

(8) He...at once became a London baseballer. (Simpson,
1989)

ZDOLIIBIT D “baseballer” &\ FEIE@EE I
L72b oo, OED 2 X, 1896 4 LURE Z 0 HGEAME
DN H SN G v BEROBEA» LW 2T, K
SREVEIZAATAE L e\ “baseball” % & 2 TEhE 8RR X
H, BEISENT AN D A e ET LT DA
“er” EWVOIOEREE ZOEBIHEMLT
5 oA, BUCEHIZ B TEATTREIC R > 720
Tl W h bS5 2 & TE& S, 7 “baseball” #f

“baseballer” #

P TAL LI “play” OERNHIREZ 21 7 LTw
LAR=YTHALDIZ, HKIZ “player” (ZH-» T

boNEZEZLIEDLWNETHA I,

F, Z2UET L2008 -HAWLEL DL
HLPEAE LT "play” HAbd, #£-T [ AR—
VETLHAL D “player” Eidvvbhwv, T TIRFEIS
BT “er” BT [AKRK=VE2FTIHLA] 2#EKLTW
Do

BT, Ihoo7—4 %502 LT “play” DWHBEE
CENTEDLAR—YOFEHOERNGIRZ %

4, AR—YOREE “play” OEKRIHIE
CITEHHE L EE LT R, ThThoMHEZ L
OFRUIIS T L, “play” PWHMEEIIH L TED L
) IRBERMFIRE L > TV D00 EERET S,
F3E12S play” LHEETELAR-vOMEE%
PR LUTICRT,

9) “play” & HETFEL AR — Y DOfEH
badminton, billiards, bowling, baseball, basketball,
cricket, croquet, curling, football, golf, handball,
hockey, lacrosse, netball, ping-pong/table tennis,

polo, rugby (football), soccer, softball, squash, tennis,

volleyball

IS Q0) SRT L) pEEAA LN,
(wfﬂw"&ﬂEW%ﬁX£—7®%ﬁ

@ ()’(]L‘ﬁk) HFEPHAET
AR E &
\@uKAﬁLi\*irfm

YRR E),

@ JHHNT N T LN TEEEY T 5,
B REDTATLELTE=LLHEIET B

® B ETLHICF — LR L itk & BT
s

S

'4\

=7, £y b, I

Do THF] &k, HITHPE 2808826 58K
L7, EHEMHFLE®) L ERAEEHITIT LA OB
BETALHMTEDLETING, SHIHEI TR—V], BRI
A= Lo, FIZIENNFI N roadsr ML
v ENTHEIELD D,

EXIHTO~BETORBMEI—MoBIN &I E
9 TRLAEAR-VOEHIZBTLELDOTHE, I
S5 TXTC, MHFEIHT -0 BTF-VE-20T500
rIEL LoD RITDE -7 LTiTbhbdo
Th O3t THFE] »HEET L. ZLTRAED [IX5]
i, kOSSN TALHERN] THibha 2 Eidw
FETL ARV, FOOHMTHLL, 11 OREG%E
FTHLDRY TN ARMAT2 2 THETHL0LH
B75, BRIBICF— 22K L, F—2aWNTIE [
DEHINLEZENLIOEHELITAZ LT

KT, TOEHCELTHL L “play” ©HMWEOR

WCENDLZENTELAK—y OB, 10) (2HF
7O~®O0%#ME LS “play” OBMEICHT 5 ERY
FIRTHBEVZ D

EIATEOEEZIFTLHHL 1)~ 15) A THh b,

(11) Sanath Jayasuriya,...who last year played an extraor-
dinary Test innings against India. (Ghosh, 1998)

(12) England are playing France at football tomorrow.
(Summers, 1993)

(13) Charles Dawson, who has just been playing John

1o “howling” % “goll” 1 Z MM “play” & Mkl kA R
He— vy Lo TEMM R ILEE & 278, HRILE LTHORT
WhLbDTHL, (22) T %9Lhﬁ%%itﬁ,§g

tf%’*ﬁuj‘{)% T&)Zjl)'\



Roberts for the Championship [in the billiards].
(Simpson, 1989)

(14) In soccer, only the goal-keeper may play the ball with
his hands. (Crowther, 1995)

(15) I've never played centre-forward before. (Crowther,
1995)

RS5O LIE “play” & ETliR7 6 D OFFHAE
LTWwAIEERLTWA, AN (1= 71 %
DL DN “play” DHMFEIC L > TV HEKRFEWHIXT
bh, T2 (12) & (13) kR [#HFE] AL [F—
L] BHFET L. (12)~14) OBIXHFD AR =V iE§X
T[R=N] 2HILDTH S, XHIZ (15) ILEFH4E
EDRY v a v izos, groohs: [NTHERN] T
L) ZEeERL TV D,

Bk L& 92 “play” & [E%35 -89 v
AERE DL, hbBho [K—] LEL2»OBR»SH
o TOZER/ETLIENTELAR-—VYOEHD
[ R [R=V] LHELTYWL2LDTRIFNIERS
BVEW) BRMHIRICOLYP2DEEZHNE,
> TO~ODFME L oMEH LS “play” ©HMWEDON &
BN L2 Ens, “play” & HERT L AKR—YDOEK
BHIRE L72O~®IESTHLEVZ LI,

ETRIE “play” ICDO~ODERMEIRASH LT &%
BT 572012 “play” EHEATRELRERICOWTE
B, ROMEAE, 212K LA “play” &bl
RRAR—VOMHBZROIBLZLDTH b,

(16) “play” & AW EER AR—Y DIEH
archery, bobsled, boxing, camp/camping, canoe,
dive/diving, fencing, fishing, gymnastics, hunting,
judo, kayak, karate, kendo, luge, mountaineering
/mountain climbing, rock-climbing, row, shooting,
skating, skateboarding, skiing, snowboarding, surf-
ing, swimming, taekwondo, trampoline, weightlift-

ing, windsurfing, wrestling

16) IR L7-BEOFTLRDLDIZLODO~O DY
el boTuniy,

(17) camp/camping, dive/diving, fishing, hunting, moun-
taineering/mountain climbing, rock-climbing, surf-

ing, windsurfing
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CIEHIFb R TXTHEROBTIIDR, [Ha]
RS EhE LA [#] OEENHRNOT “play” &
BHRELRZVEZEZONS, X520 9 1 DOHEART
REZfEH % (18) IZR T

(18) archery, gymnastics, shooting, skating, skateboard-
ing, skiing, snowboarding, swimming, trampoline,

weightlifting

INOLOEEIE THTF] BEET L5, EEMAFL
)b TEAEVDT, OORFHELZLRVE VR,
ZLTERTOEFENH A HDHVIIAAIT 250N
THREZT, ZORIEMICEVERESITLEV S [H
AE] 2SBRVWEETHHOT, @FfI Sy, —K,
“skating” % “swimming” (23U L—2FAEL, T0%
EF—LEEBI IR BD, O WHIT-EHIIEF—
AHOBRTFRLICF -2 T L —L 0 E#izb i, &£
BRICIBEABREORENEHED L) HTIRODOHR
BEWEWZ B 5@%MHShnwEEZXL, 72
AETHEHR—NVERS VDS, F4 2055\ IdHM
HEB) CLhLQOFMEL DI IR b, SHITH
HoNnz: TNLHERER] TITbh b0 TOORME D
2TV, 2F0D, @, ®, OOFHEL->TViWV
DT “play” L3{EKTLIEDNTELRVEZEZ LN D,
HBAYICE T HHEHE ® 9 H “skating”, “skateboarding”,
“skiing”, “snowboarding” % (17) {2 B¥ 5 W[ REM AT
HILEEEHLTEL,

K219 OB TH 5,

(19) bobsled, canoe, kayak, luge, row

hoid TRAEERX] THy, kdoh/ [ALHZR
W] Tiibh, [F— 4] 21E> THERZT ) HEN
HHDT, @, @, ©xHzLTwb, bHLAHAZOH
KIS — LT V=D REATRTH S, Lo LA
(MHF] BHFET L5, BEESFRT LD TRy, /2
{20 P REEET, -1 Ahshvocd, @, G
OFEME LBV, o T “play” LT LI EHNT
EhneEIHN5,

%Dk 20) nHEHTH %,

(20) boxing, fencing, judo, karate, kendo, taekwondo,

wrestling

hooERRO LN [ATH LN THRET
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x3 (16) DR

AR—VE

® ® ®

boxing

O

fencing

judo

karate

kendo

taekwondo

O|0|0|0|0|0|0|©

wrestling

| bobsled

canoe

kayak

luge

row

archery

gymnastics

shooting

skating

skateboarding

skiing

snowboarding

swimming

trampoline

elleliolielieo/lo/e/cleleleleelele/lelelelelelelS,

weightlifting

O[0,0[0|0|0]0]0]0]0]0|00|0I0]|0|0]0|0]0|ol0|®

camping

diving

fishing

hunting

mountalneering

rock-climbing

surfing

windsurfing

AOTDEGZLT WA, 35612 [RHERRK] 2L 0,
FTRTEENET S (BT PMEETL20TOD, @&
ZLTwh, REFROLNLBFHATITLREK G XN
TWwpw (72720 “boxing” 3% 199 FELT
INEI129 7 Y FITIDTIHEWEKRTA =y 7 E vz
B LBLINLOMEEIITRTRE-LVENMELVWOT
GEM3hv, TAIASIEAREEZITY 2L 2H D
A, BE L7k 9 AR A RE LT 2 o 5 =
ELEOOHRIEBO THRVWEBDbDNL, T4bb
"boxing” X&), ©OHFHHE, ZNLIMIE, &, ©D4F
AWML S BRI LWL D, it T “play” & &5
CEMTELRVEEZLND,

U LDOEGED, (16) \ZHIF7m A K- "play” &It
ELZVWHERTHL, BAAIERIEEK2OEB OHHY
RIS LTIA—=TFIL b DTH D,

EIATINLDIEZLFZTRADE I BRI EH VR D,
@D LB L72O~ODFHD S £, 2 DL EOsF#ATK

FTWBEE, ZofEIE “play” ZikET S LA
TELRV,

ZZET “play” OHWEHEOMNEIZHENDL AR—-YyD
MHICH L TED L) ERMBIRYLH 50220 T#E
L TEH, "play” LHEAELLOOTIZH AL
BENRHLOT, BBV LERT %,

5 &1 OMESR
UTIR [AR=Y &35 ] ONOH2B2HEH 5L
D, HbHECBEEFHES 2HES LRI NLD N
L7225 DThH5D,

(22) bowling  player/bowler play bowls/bowl

cricket  player/cricketer  play cricket/cricket
curling  player/curler play curling/curl
football  player/ footballer play football

golf player/golfer play golf/golf

%3 “bowling” & “golf” 22V TThiHA, [HAEIE
A 2D, A2 XD sNTHY, bt
TALH AL Titbh, [K-L] 243250 TD~
EFETORMEL->Twd, LALAKEEY LOD,



EEMETAMFECTE AL, [HEAR] 25eiEH TO,
®©FW@LTEEES RV, o T 2HBEOIURE 2
HOBHEIFATLIOTRZV 2L BbI b,

KIZ “cricket” & “football” {ZDWTTHb, MHEIE
“baseball” & Z{TF U4FE % & DAY, “baseball” Li&E-
T “cricket” (& 2 EEHOWNOE L 2 HEOHFAN, “foot
ball” & 2 BEOWUYDHFET o BEL7ZL D2, &
FIZIFEFE L7 “baseballer” & W IHREIBATIHHAVLR
TwhWDS, FTOFLIIRT L HIT “cricketer”, “foot-
baller” (Z3AE S FTE LFET TV b,

(23) a. Why would you go to watch an English cricketer at
amoment? (Ghosh, 1998)
b. Brazil is a nation that has produced the best foot-
ballers in the world... (Elliot, 1998)

a, b OFILIIZ “cricketer” % “cricket player” {2,
“footballer” % “football player” IZif X225 Z L1327
BECTHhAIo LA LHEIIMS2DERMHEENSHFES
BEEZONDLY, TRULEFIZIITRERLRV, &
B “cricket” OFFESEGIHFAT S E NI ATH B,
OED |2 X hiE “cricket” O %L 1598 4, @it
1800 FEEH I LT b, LALBEAETIEITO 24) TR
T L9,

(24) One is trying to play cricket, the other is not.
(Haigh, 1998)

“cricket” & [MEAME] KoL LA M) 2 EHR
FTHAR—=YTHDHIEHS “play cricket” A25—HEHIZ
BoTELDOTELWILEZ LMD, % “cricket”
POEFEESBEAI L V) FIZOWTIERREN 2 EED
PLET, TRZSROBEE RS,

“curling” 12X v b5 v FREED [#U] » 58
WERLZLOT, [REBR] 280 15 -4 4 ATIT
, RAED TR shTws, ZLTHkOSR TA
THZHREN] THbb, I A—) Y TA M- %
AL THET 2720, Ihd [F—n] ofkbhilhb,
EEMAET L 30200, 35 THFE] 25vwT, #
FOMADOHRE R TROMMELTHE V) 2L
BICANL EO~ODRHHME L2 LI12% 5D T “play”
EHEWEETH L, UL A7) TRLUAHER &R [
O OEZE;HRLS, AR [H—D 7235 38HE
“curl” TEENDILDTHA, BIETIEA) L Ev 78

vy
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Hicvih, £ =4y b LT “play curling” &£\ 9
BIXHREIND LS, TOMEBIXSE “play curl-
ing” TERTEHLDEEZLND,

6. 5 b U I

AT “play” PHBFEICAR—-v 2RI AAE L
B, LX) RERNHIRA D ZONITONTEREL
T&7, ZORE “play” L2 Z &L AR
— VOB IZIZ 6 >ORBEH Y, TORHELOMHEH
A% “play” OHMEOMEIZHNLLIZEHNTEDLZ EH
5, “play” OEMRMFIRIZZD6D2THE I EWbhb,
EHI, INLDOEHNI L 22U ENRIT TR
“play” L HEFT LI LPTELVEVWH ZEL/HITINZ
B,

4l “play” ZEEEMIZONL, €IS EmtED
T “play” L HEIEER AR — Y OFHE AL 72,
L2LZENEFNDOAR=VIZRENFNROBR B H D,
HRPSHEETLHOREHNAR—VELTRELTE
EADLHbH, TH\ols AR — Y OREERIE K B
Hn “play” LIETLEAR—VEEERTLILILE
S OE LTHEEEVWLDTHDE, 2O EIZDON
TREBROWEREL LA,

2 £ X ®

AR, kT, BEORE] (1993) il EEEOWIERT,
et ®u, p.30-39, 51-61.

FAR—HE, KBES, KE #1997 "HEFOYE",
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