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Akira Amano’s collectivist theory of early childhood education

Naoya Yoshida

This paper focuses on Akira Amano’s thoughts on early childhood education. Amano
was a male childcare worker at a day nursery in Tokyo. Along with his coworkers,
he studied theories of early childhood education developed in the Soviet Union. The
theory he introduced to Japan was called “collectivism.” In the collectivist approach,
children grow up collaborating with other children. The use of words is critical for this
developmental process, as words encourage them to think together. In doing so, they can

develop their intelligence and emotions.



