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Toyama Hiraku and Special Needs Education

MORIOKA Jiro

This article focuses on the relationship between Toyama Hiraku and special needs
education, especially education for children with intellectual disabilities.

In 1968, Toyama visited Hachioji Special-Needs Education School for the first time.
Toyama was shocked and impressed by the educational practice there, and began to study
the education for children with intellectual disabilities.

Toyama proposed the concept of “Ur-subject” and “Ur-education” through study on
education for children with intellectual disabilities. And he found the origin of education
in the Special Needs Education.

In the 1970s, Toyama criticized the principle of competition and the hierarchy in
Japanese education from the perspective gained through his experience in Hachioji
Special-Needs Education School. In later years Toyama’s educational thought were

formed by studying the education for children with disabilities.



