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Historical transition and modern significance
of the concept of “Independence”

MANABE Lisa

The purpose of this paper is to examine the historical and modern concept of
“independence”, and to critically review the meaning of “Independence” in modern
Japan society.

First of all, after reviewing literature in social welfare, pedagogy, sociology
and psychology, the paper argues that the concept of “independence” has three
characteristics: stackability, dependency, and continuity. Then, this study studies how
stackability in “independence” has changed, and finds the followings. One is that
historically people demanded “independence” for their own existence rather than
for social and economical development. The other is that people are forced to be
independent because the concept of “independence” has been expanded or trivialized
in modern era. Although people are forced to be independent, due to the unstable social
condition, it is almost impossible for them to aim at independence, so they are in great
dilemma.

In order to face this dilemma on “independence”, it is necessary to question the

meaning of “independence” for the people’s own sake.



