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Abstract

In second language writing studies, teacher feedback to student writing can be viewed
as “socially and politically situated” practice (Lee, 2008, p. 81) in the sense that feedback
practice is influenced by various factors in teachers’ work environments. Taking this view,
this study elucidated issues related to Japanese English teachers’ feedback practices in
the hope of improving the English education curriculum of the university for which they
worked. Eight teachers, full-time and part-time faculty members, participated in the study.
Main data included individual interviews with them, the transcripts of which were analyzed
thematically by adopting an inductive and comparative approach.

Findings show that teachers did not necessarily demonstrate shared understanding
of the common course objectives and there were variations in their topics of emphasis in
teaching single- or multi-paragraph writing. Furthermore, those teachers who constantly
provided feedback to student writing found the task burdensome. Reasons for feedback as
a burden included time constraints as a full-time faculty handling heavy workload and as a
part-time faculty teaching many courses across different universities. In addition, teaching
both oral and written English courses in the same semester doubled their workload by
checking student writing for oral presentations and writing assignments. Moreover, those
teachers’ status as non-native English teachers also increased their time in constructing
feedback. Teachers also voiced requests for future improvements of the curriculum, including
a need for clearer course objectives, guidelines for more effective and efficient feedback
practices, writing models and unified or recommended textbooks. Based on these findings,
suggestions were discussed, including offering concrete teaching guidelines and workshops
to learn better feedback practices so that teachers can collectively increase accountability of

their English curriculum.



