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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to reflect on the author’s four-year experiences of
teaching a graduate-level English academic writing course offered as part of the
common education curricula at Osaka Prefecture University. First, the background
information regarding the course, including its development, the content, and
the students, was provided. Then successful components and problems to be
addressed were revealed. Finally, suggestions for future implementation of the
course were offered.

Despite diverse disciplinary differences, students in the course all needed to
learn to write research papers based on empirical data, and thus genre approach was
adopted, through which they learned structural and linguistic features of different
sections of scientific research papers in English. Students also wrote one section
of their research papers, to which the author (instructor) provided feedback. The
successful components included the usefulness of genre-based instruction both for
the author and students in teaching and learning the genre of scientific research
papers. However, due to difficulty obtaining data for the author’s own research
from the students, empirical evidence to show the effectiveness of genre-based
instruction was not obtained. Moreover, issues remain as to how to help students
transfer what they learned in the course to their immediate future English writing
experiences in their disciplines. As a final remark, the author hopes to improve the
course in the future through the involvement of more faculty members, including
English language faculty and disciplinary faculty members.
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