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Bestattet worden Der Edle / Ehrenveste/ Fromme / Wohlfiirnehme / Fiirsichtige und Weyse Herr
Melchior Miiller / Des Raths und Dreyer=Herrr. Von HIERONYMO Burckhardt / Dr.

Burckhardt 1737 = Des Sel. Apostels Pauli Einiger Ruhm GAL. VI. v. 14. Jn einer Christlichen
Leich=Predigt / Als Der Wohl=Ehrwiirdig und Hochgelehrte HERR Jacob Christoff Jselin H. S. Dr.
Locc. Comm. & Controv. Theologic Professor, Ven Ordin. Decanus & c. Jn Hochansehenlicher
und volckreicher Begleitung zu seiner Ruhestitte gebracht wurde, Bey St. Peter den 16. Aprilis
1737. Firgehalten Von Theodor Burckhardt / Diacono daselbsten. Basel / Gedruckt bey Joh.
Conrad von Mechels sel. Wittib

Gernler 1624 = Ein Christliche Lelichpredig / Von dem rechten Seelentrost der Glaubigen: Bey der
ansehnlichen vnd Volckreichen begriabnull des Edlen / hochgelehrten vnd weitberhiimbten Herren

Doctoris CASPARI BAUHINI, Medicinae Practicae Professoris, vnd wol verdienten Stattartzets
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/ Gehalten im Minster zu Basel / den 8. Decembr. im Jahr 1624. Durch M. Iohannem Gernlerum,
Diaconum der heiligen Gemeind Gottes bey St. Peter. S. Hieron. Plus sentimus, quod habuimus,

postquam habere desivimus. Gedruckt zu Basel / Durch Johann Jacob Genath

Gernler 1639 = Christliche Leich-predigt / Kréfftigen Trost / welchen wir von dem volkommenen

Hochpriesterlichem ampt vnsers Herren Jesu Christi / herhaben / in sich haltend; Bey der
ansehenlichen Bestattung / der so wol Tugenden al Adels halben / viel Ehrn vnd Tugendreichen
Jungfrawen / Eva von Andlaw: De3 Wol-Edlen / Gestrengen vnd Vesten / Juncker Sigmunden
von Andlaw / nach tod hinderlassenen ehelichen Tochter: Zu Basel / bey St. Martin / den 8.
Januarij / im Jahr Christi/ 1639. gehalten: Vnd nun auff der Traureden begeren zum Truck
verfertiget: Durch M. Johann Gernler / Pfarr. der Kirchen bey St. Peter. Gedruckt zu Basel / bey
Martin Wagner

Grof3 1620= Leichpredigt Von Nachfolgung der Frommen. Bey der Begrdbnuf3 der Ehren: vnd

Tugendtreichen Frawen Margreth Merede / Herren Leonhardt Schwartzen seligen hinderlassenen
Witwen / Zu St. Leonhardt in Basel / den 6. Junij, Anno 1620. Gehalten / Vnd auff begeren in den
Truck gefertiget/ Durch Johann Grof / Pfarr. daselbst. Gedruckt zu Basel / Durch Johann Jacob
Genath

Grynaeus 1591 = Ein Christliche Leichpredig / welliche bey der Begrebdnus / des Ehrnvesten /

Hochgelehrten Herrens Doctoris Basilii Ammmerbachii, I. C. zu Basel / den 27. Aprilis, im Jar
nach Jesu Christi / vnsers einigen Seligmachers Geburt 1591. in S. Theodori Pfarrkirchen / zu

Basel ist gehalten worden / Durch Ioan. Iacob. Grynaevm

Grynaeus 1608 = Von der Wahren Christen vnzweiffenlichen Hoffnung ihrer Aufferstehung von

Todten / Ein Predig / Die/ zu Basel / im Miinster/ den 19. Augusti, di} 1608. Jahrs / bey der

gehalten ist worden / Durch loan: Tacob: Grynaeum

Gynaeus 1614 = Von gemeinen oder ordinariis Medicis, von héhern / vad von dem allerhdchsten

Leibvnd Seelen Artzet / welcher ist Gott der Herr selbs: Ein Christliche Predig: Welche zu Basel
/ im Miinster / den 30. Iulij, dieses 1614. Jahrs / Jn grosser vnd ansehnlicher Versamlung / Bey
der ehrlichen Bestattung / des Ehrenvesten / Hochgeleh / Weitberlimpten Doctoris Felicis Plateri,
Stattartzets vnd Professoris Practicae Medicinae in der Vniversitet zu Basel / gehalten ist worden
/ durch Ioh. lacobum Grynaeum, Dienern der Gemeind Gottes am H. Evangelio. Excipiert durch

M. lohannem Gernlerum Gedruckt zu Basel /

Iustus 1610= Trost vnd Ermanungs Predigt / Vber Zween vnderschiedliche Spriiche der Heiligen

Geschrifft: Der eine / Iob. I. V. 21. Der Herr hats geben/ Der Herr hats genommen / etc. Der ander
/ Esa. 57. V. I. 2. Der Gerechte kommet vmb / aber niemand / etc. Bey Christenlicher bestattung
Des Edlen / Ehrwiirdigen vnd Hochgelehrten Herren / H. Amandi Polani a Polansdorff, S S.
Theologie Doctoris, vnd in Acad. Basil. weitberiimbten Professoris. Zu Basel im Miinster den 20.

Hewmonats / im Jahr nach der Geburt vnsers Sdligmachers 1610. gehalten / Durch M. Henricus
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Tustum, Pfarherrn bey S. Peter daselbsten. B. Hieronymus, in Consolatione ad Pammachium,
super obitu Paulinae vxoris. Plus sentimus quod habuimus, postquam habere desivimus. Getruckt
zu Basel / Durch Conrad Waldkirch. Anno 1610

von Brunn 1694 = Vnsers Herren Jesu Christi / vnd seiner lieben Gldubigen. Echo oder Widerschal: Jn
einer Christlichen Leich=predigt erklaret / An. 1694. den 7. Wintermonat / bey St. Peter in Basel:
Bey Christlicher Bestattung / Der Viel= Ehren= vnd Tugendreichen Frawen Magdalena Battierin /
Weiland des Ehrwiirdigen vnd Wolgelehrten Herren Jacob Gotzen / gewesenen Pfarherren bey St.
Peter / nach tod hinderlassener Fraw Wittib: Durch Bonaverturam von Brunn / Pfarren daselbsten

Wackernagel, H. G. (Hg.), Die Matrikel der Universitéit Basel, Bd. 2: 1532/33-1600/01, Basel 1956

Werenfel3 1683 = Christliche Leich-predigt / Von Salomons Wei3heit / vad von der grossen Arbeit /
die sie jhne gekostet / wie auch von der Eitelkeit dieser seiner Arbeit / Gehalten bey St. Martin
den 23. Januarij, Anno 1683. Bey Ansehenlicher vnd Volck-reicher Bestattung Des Rudolph
Burckhardtz / gewesenen newen Burgermeisters / der Statt Basel / Durch Peter Werenfel3 / H. S. D.
Getruckt bey Jacob Werenfelf3

Wolleb 1703 = Christliche Leich-predigt / Vber die Trawr=klag Elisa(e) i/ als sein Herr vnd
Lehrmeister Elias gen Himmel gefahren / Gehalten Auff den H. Pfingsttag / so da war der 27.
Maij, An. 1703. zu Basel in dem Miinster / Bey hoch-ansehenlicher vnd sehr volckreicher
Bestattung Des Wol-Ehrwiirdigen vnd Hochgelehrten Herrn Peter Werenfelsen H. Schrifft
Doctoris, vnd bey Lobl. Universitdt N. T. Professoris, wie auch hochverdienten Antistitis allhier
/ Durch Alexander Wolleb / Diener am Wort GOttes / bey St. Martin. Gedruckt bey Jacob
Werenfell}

Zwinger 1649 = Christliche Leich-predigt / Von der Seligkeit der Auller wehlten / nach disem
Leben. Gehalten den 3. tag Junii / Anno 1649. in dem Miinster zu Basel: Bey Christlicher vnd
ansehenlicher Bestattung / des Ehrenvesten vnd Hochgelehrten Herren / Jacob Hagenbachs
/ Freyer Kiinsten vnd der Artzney Doctoris, vnd bey loblicher Vniversitet alhie gewesenen
wolverdienten Professoris. Durch Theodor Zwinger / D. Gedruckt zu Basel / Bey Johann-Jacob
Genath
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A Historical Study of the Scholarship Foundations in Early Modern Basel

Hiromitsu Sasaki

In this paper I will focus on the history of the scholarship foundations in the early modern
reformed city of Basel, and compare it with that of the Lutheran duchy of Brunswick, which
I explored in an earlier paper. I have uncovered 88 foundations for scholarships in Basel from
approximately 1500 to 1800. These scholarships supported not just university students, but
also high school students, and even apprentices. Occasionally, even philosophers and teachers
were supported. However, the most frequent beneficiaries were university students, and among
those, theological students. The University of Basel was first founded in 1460. Prior to this, a
council was held there from 1431 to 1449. Many intellectuals gathered from Western European
countries, which brought economic prosperity to Basel. After the council ended, citizens of
Basel felt confronted by the city’s economic decline.

By founding a university and calling students from outside the city, Basel’s citizens
attempted to re-gain economic prosperity for their city. Founders of scholarships in early
modern Basel tended therefore to prefer supporting foreign students to local ones. The
Erasmus-foundation was established to promote students financially, independently of
which congregation they belonged to. But this foundation was just an exception. Support for
theological students was usually limited to those who belonged to the same denomination as
the people of Basel, as it was hoped that recipients of the scholarships would work as pastors
either in Basel, or in another reformed area.

Establishing a foundation to provide scholarships was regarded as a type of charity,
although different from other charities such as relief for the poor. The citizens who established
scholarship foundations were met with ambivalence by their peers and not always praised
for their actions. The ambivalent social assessment of this kind of charitable practice was
the result of the idea that rather than motivating the recipients to study harder, giving money
to the young could instead corrupt them. In this paper, I provide two examples from many
cases of corruption which were reported in Basel. These cases reveal that corruption was not

exceptional. Founders of scholarship warned often in their will or in other documents that
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recipients should not harm the honor of the foundation through their ill conduct. Nevertheless,
they were interested in promoting the younger generation.

In order to inform oneself of a deeper understanding of how these scholarship foundations
were assessed within society at the time, I examined the funeral orations given for fifteen of
the eighty-eight founders. In the funeral orations the deceased themselves talk through their
priest. The funeral orations reveal not just a lot about the person’s life, but also the audience
who it was addressed to. It reveals the norm of values among their level of society. How then
were these charities which established foundations for scholarships described in the funeral
orations for their founders?

In the duchy of Brunswick the term ‘Stipendium’ (scholarship) was used as a matter
of course in the documents relating to the scholarship; however, this term was never found
in the funeral orations of the founders who were examined earlier. These grants of money
to scholarship holders were instead characterized as support for educational institutions in
the funeral orations for founders. Moreover, this was also almost the case in Basel. Two
exceptional cases of funeral orations were found there: the first, Caspar Bauhin in 1620 and
the second, Isaak Liechtenhanin 1608, their good deeds through providing scholarships were
stated in detail. Moreover, the term “Stipendium’ was already being used there. Fear of the
negative effect of a scholarship may have lost its meaning more quickly in the city of Basel,
which had a university, than in the city of Brunswick that did not have a university.

Foundations are run at annual interest against capital. Max Weber regards the principle that
interest creates interest, as the driving force of a capitalist economy. Weber describes the will,
as much as possible to earn, as the “spirit of capitalism”. However, the principle that interest
creates interest can be applied also to the spirit of gift through a foundation, as is showed with
some cases in this study. In Japan, the study of social science has focused, under Max Weber’s
influence, attention only to interest for gain namely the spirit of capitalism. Nevertheless, in
Europe there is, to be sure, a tradition of interest for charity, that is the spirit of gift. In Europe,
both spirits of taking and giving have been largely kept in balance in public. Non-European

historians of European History need to consider the role that both spirits played.



