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A Development of SATOYAMA Nationalism

Wataru Fujita

This article examines the development of nationalistic representation of SATOYAMA,
rural landscape compounds composed of forests, paddy fields, ponds and streams, etc. Since
the 1990s, SATOYAMA became evaluated critical for biological diversity, and, to be a symbol
of nature-harmonious cultural traditions of Japan. In this article, | analyzed the changing
meanings of the term ‘SATOYAMAin the Minutes of the Diet, by means of categorizing the
meaning of each mention of SATOYAMA within the whole speech, and counting the number
of mentions by category. In so doing, | tried to clarify the development of SATOYAMA
nationalism in the policy-making arena.

The analysis revealed that nationalistic representations of SATOYAMA in the Minutes
varied whether the emphasis was put on the restoration of degraded SATOYAMA ecosystem
or the tradition of symbiosis with nature; evaluating from objective perspectives, such
as, biological diversity and symbiosis with nature, or more representing more emotional
perceptions, such as, nostalgic homeland and original landscapes. Through the development
of variety of nationalistic mentions and discourses on SATOYAMA, elaboration of logical

integration of these seemingly contradictive stories or viewpoints was found out.



