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“Local Past” as Narrated in the Museum:
A Case Study of Ichinomiya City Museum

Tamami: Fukuda

In recent years, it has been the subject of controversy among social
scientists, including geographers and anthropologists, to consider muse-
ums and the conservation and represeniation of culture from the view-
point of cultural politics. This brings us to the questions of who defines
and represents the culture, and the processes by which they conserve and
represent it. In addition, especially in studying a medium of museum, it
is pointed out that the museum is a site where different concepts and
meanings are negotiated and a site involving sensory experiences. Based
on the nature of the museum, ethnographic methods are proposed, which
focus on communication in museum. The purpose of this paper is to ex-
amine the communication observed in the temporary exhibition, “Kurashi
no dogu: ima to mukashi (Tools of Life: Present and Past)” in
Ichimomiya City Museum, Aichi, and to consider how people narrate the
exhibited “local past” and how they value it.

By analyzing different narratives videotaped in the exhibition rooms,
I identified the various narratives on the local past as follows; (1) the
predominant message stressing the environmental contrast of life-styles,
(2) the understanding of the past through immediate experiences, (3) the
extension of the subject from exhibited materials to personal human re-
lations, (4) the nostalgic images of the past contrasted with the present,
(5) the narrative perspectives, (6) people’'s responses toward the insti-

tute of the museum.



