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Takasugi Yoriko’s thoughts on early childhood education

Naoya Yoshida

Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

This paper focuses on the educational thoughts of Takasugi Yoriko. She criticized conventional
Japanese methods of early childhood education as being teacher-centered. Takasugi emphasized
that every child has his/her own sense of individuality. In her view, children’s individuality

develops internally. Teachers should not intervene in this inner developmental process.

Key Words: Course of study for kindergarten (1989), initiative of child, empathy for children,

inner world of child
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