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A criticism of the phenomenological approach to children proposed by
Enosawa Yoshihiko

Naoya Yoshida

This paper criticizes the solipsistic aspects of phenomenological approaches to
children. Enosawa Yoshihiko conducted phenomenological research on children in
nursery schools. In his work, he argues that human relations in nursery schools can be
formed individually only between an adult and a child. Enosawa asserted that one-on-
one relationships must be the norm in early childhood education and care. Therefore, his

phenomenological approach lost sight of the group dynamics among children.






