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Masuko Honda’s cosmology of children

Naoya Yoshida
Osaka Metropolitan University

Abstract

This paper focuses on Masuko Honda's theory of children, which has been developed since the

1980s, and attempts to clarify its characteristics as a cosmology. Focusing on the ‘provocativeness’
of children, Honda focuses on the ‘anti-cosmological’ character of children’s cosmology. According
to Honda, children’s behaviours as intermediaries, boundaries and mediators are characterised by
amorphousness and directionlessness. Their ‘invasiveness’ is a challenge to the cultural system as a
stable order and reveals the arbitrariness and rigidity of the order on which adults rely. According
to Honda, children’s provocativeness appears in their fluidity and transformativeness. Both fluidity
and transformativity are the opposite of cultural systematics. Children ‘provoke’ the existing
culture. As a manifestation of anti-systematics and disunity, children are characterised by their
fragmentation, instantaneity and disconnectedness. The fragmented nature of the child manifests
itself through behaviours that nullify coherent meaning. The continuity of time, which supports
the continuity of meaning, is also nullified. The child represents a ‘different culture’, one that is

anti-systematic and non-unified.

Key Words: children as a different culture, cultural anthropological approach to children,

developmental criticism
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