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The experience of social oppression among zainichi women
with physical disabilities: A qualitative analysis of the life history
of based on intersectionality theory

Jiyoon Song

Graduate student, Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the social oppression experienced by disabled “Zainichi” or Korean
residents women in Japan using intersectionality theory. The author qualitatively analyzed the
autobiography of Ms. Kim Manri, a female Zainichi with a physical disability. The extracted codes
were classified into several categories and grouped under four major themes: “disability and
ethnicity,” “ethnicity and gender,” “disability and gender,” and “disability, ethnicity and gender.”
“Disability and ethnicity” had four categories, including “being driven by her social attributes.”
“Ethnicity and gender” had three categories, including “trying to overcome inherited oppression.”
“Disability and gender” had seven categories, including “hesitant about having children.” Finally,
“disability, ethnicity and gender” had one category, which was “sense of being both in the minority
and majority.” Kim Manri formed a proactive identity, wavering between multiple attributes
such as race, nationality, disability, and womanhood positioned by positionality. Her confrontation
with the self in a position of power suggested that we are all in a status where we can become

discriminators.

Key Words: physical disabilities, Korean residents in Japan, life history, qualitative research,

intersectionality
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