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Issues and Outcomes of Academic Writing Education at
Osaka City University: A Case Study of
“Basic Seminar for Students at the Faculty of Literature
and Human Sciences” and “Seminar for Basic Academic Writing”

Yu Ishikawa, Daiki Oyama,
Ayana Saeki-Katakura, Takuya Watanabe

This study aims to clarify the issues and outcomes of academic writing education at Osaka City Univer-

sity in Japan and explore its prospects. It is based on a case study of classes— “Basic Seminar for Stu-

dents at the Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences” offered at the Faculty of Literature and Human

Sciences and “Seminar for Basic Academic Writing” held at the Faculties of Science, Engineering, and

Human Life and Ecology at Osaka City University.

Since the 2016 academic year, the seminars have been conducted for teaching the basic skills of aca-

demic writing, focusing on the format of an essay. This format is based on the French academic writing

pedagogy called dissertation developed from the Hegelian dialectic. However, these seminars will be

discontinued owing to the merger of Osaka City University and Osaka Prefecture University in the 2022

academic year. Therefore, this study examines the issues and outcomes of the seminars’ method for the

further development of academic writing education at the university.

The study analyzes the examples of the lecturers’ teaching practices and students’ seminar survey

results. It shows that the seminars have a high student satisfaction rate although the lecturers often face

some challenges due to the uniform method of instruction. In addition, the findings reveal that students

can acquire basic academic writing skills throughout the semester as the seminars strongly focus on the

iterative education model of the specific format of essay writing.

The prospects for academic writing education based on the seminars are as follows. First, academic

writing education offered at the university is appropriate for the first year experience to cultivate the ba-

sic skills of logical writing and academic research. Second, a phased curriculum for the development of

the students’ academic writing skills over the four academic years is essential.

Keywords : Academic writing, University education, First year experience, Dissertation, Method of instruction
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