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Development of studies on mental health and welfare: discussing the specificity of social policy
focusing on involuntary psychiatric hospitalization and harm principle.
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Abstract

Development of studies on mental health and welfare:
discussing the specificity of social policy focusing on

involuntary psychiatric hospitalization and harm principle.

Jiro OHNISHI

The specificity of social policy as well as the commonality of social work between
studies on mental health/welfare and social welfare are keys to the establishment of
the former as a discipline of practical science.

With the extension of certified psychiatric social workers' occupational field, the
provision of support for individuals with diverse diseases/disabilities and life challenges
in consideration of their individual traits is being promoted. Such diversification
represents the overall tendency of social work, including that in mental health services,
and covers the previously mentioned commonality.

The specificity is observed in differences among groups to which social policy is
applied. Studies on social welfare have contributed to the generalization of welfare,
which equally targets all members of a community. In contrast, those on mental health
and welfare continuously involve individuals with disabilities, who receive mental health
services through involuntary psychiatric hospitalization.

In addition to paternalism, the preventing of harming others (harm principle) is one
of the reasons to justify such hospitalization. Determining appropriate public protection
measures for individuals with mental disabilities remains a modern challenge.

Key words : psychiatric social work, social policy, paternalism, harm principle,
involuntary psychiatric hospitalization
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