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In this report, we investigate the gender gap based on the “Questionnaire Survey on Leadership
and Gender Equity” conducted by the Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry and OSAKA
SAKUYAHIME SDGs Study Group, and discussed gender equality and equity which are believed
to be necessary for women to develop their careers. First, exploratory statistical quantitative
analysis revealed gender differences in reasons for leaving or changing jobs, reasons for keeping
jobs (or reasons they might have kept their jobs if they had obtained the possible solutions), and
desires for growth opportunities at work. Only women left their jobs for matters related to
housework and childcare, or to adjust working conditions in their lives, and they required systems
to help them have a work-life balance. These results highlighted that gender bias based on
traditional gender role consciousness hinders women’s career development. Second, the results of
the qualitative analysis also indicated that the differences in the desired or ideal leadership images
in men and women may be attributed to gender bias. Gender bias can be an obstacle to not only
women’s career development but also men’s entry into childcare and education in family life. Toward
realizing family-friendly workplaces and cities, societies must be redesigned to offer support for
both men and women. We argue that all workers should be empowered to simultaneously increase
their involvement in family life and attain self-development in their career lives.
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