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Learning About Pollution and Tourism:
Initiatives in the Mizushima District
of Kurashiki, Okayama

Masafumi Yokemoto, Miho Hayashi and Sonoko Fujiwara

Summary

Linking learning about pollution with tourism, can generate regional economic
effects. Part of this approach is comprised of what is known as dark tourism,
but it may also include aspects of industrial tourism. Subsequently, pollution
museums may be considered important resources to achieve regional economic
development.

Even while learning about pollution experiences, in reality, learning about the
environment tends to be at the forefront, and the pollution problems are often
left out of the learning content. However, in the activities to establish a pollution

museum in the Mizushima district of Kurashiki, Okayama, efforts have been
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made to link learning about pollution with tourism.

The Mizushima district suffered from severe air pollution caused by petro-
chemical complexes and the steel industry especially in the late 1960s and 1970s.
The Foundation for Environmental Rehabilitation and Redevelopment of
Mizushima (the Mizushima Foundation), which is active in this region, started
taking action by opening the Mizushima Community Café in FY2021, as part of
the activities to establish a pollution museum. Residents and outside experts can
gather at this Café to learn about local history and discuss the future direction
of community development based on what they have learned. The Mizushima
Memories booklets are created based on the information acquired during meetings
at the Café.

The Mizushima Foundation opened a temporary Pollution Museum in October
2022 based on the achievements since FY2021. The Pollution Museum aims to
provide a place where residents can interact and also become a facility that intro-
duces Mizushima to people visiting and interested in learning about the region.

Moreover, the Mizushima Residential Learning Consortium, where the
Mizushima Foundation participates in the secretariat, was selected as a sub-
sidized organization by the Japan Tourism Agency in F'Y2022, and the Consor-
tium has been working on developing tours and creating tourist information
boards and maps. This initiative provides the tools for residents and outside
visitors to learn about pollution, environmental problems, and the local region; it
is also striving to revitalize the region by linking these activities with tourism.

Although future problems remain, such as how to further increase the number
of visitors, there has been great progress in establishing the conditions for link-

ing learning about pollution in Mizushima with tourism.



