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Eiichi Mochida’s Theory of Buddhist Childcare

Yoshida Naoya

Keywords: childcare community, communality, Japanese Buddhism, management of daycare

centers

This paper examines essays on the Buddhist approach to childcare written by Eiichi
Mochida (1925-1978), a scholar of educational administration during a period of rapid
economic growth in Japan, and clarifies the reality of his unfinished theory of childcare.
Mochida believed that there was no opportunity to overcome the deadlock of the public
education system in Western modernity, which was based in Christian thought. In response,
he sought solutions in Buddhist thought.

In his later years, Mochida aimed to build his own theory of childcare based on Japanese
Buddhist thought. He considered Buddhism not only a form of faith or a system of doctrine,
but also a set of life principles in which human beings practice the search for “truth” in their
communal lives as they encounter one another as equal beings. In other words, Buddhism, as
a set of life principles, overlaps with the principle of education, which is the search for truth.

Mochida believed that daycare centers should be conceived as communities where
people with contradictions and anxieties can gather on an equal footing. In daycare centers,
Mochida hoped that children, caregivers, and parents would come together as human beings
to create a new community, and that, in the practice of maintaining that community, they

would re-create and nurture each other’s humanity.



