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The Relationship between the Ryuzoji Clan and
“Kunishu” in the Sengoku Period:
—Focusing on the Analysis of the Pledges

NISHIMORI Hayata

This paper aims to elucidate the power structure of the Ryuzoji clan in the Sengoku period by
examining the relationship between the clan warlords and other various actors inside and outside
the realm. Under the sphere of influence of the warlords, there were “Kunishu” who were subordi-
nated to them while retaining their internal autonomy. The pledges exchanged between the warlords
and “Kunishu” clearly show the nature of their relationships. Therefore, this paper first analyzes
the pledges’ contents to illustrate their relationships’ diversity and the Ryuzoji clan’s characteristics.
Then, by comparing the pledges written by “Kunishu” with those by the clan members, this paper
attempts to clarify the differences in the formation of “Kunishu” and vassals and the efforts the
Ryuzoji clan made to strengthen and retain relationships with “Kunishu.” Finally, by comparing
the Ryuzoji clan with other warlords in Kyushu, this paper further highlights the clan’s essential
natures.

Keywords: Ryuzoji clan, Warlords in the Sengoku period, Kunishu”, Vassal, Pledge



