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The Narratives and Scientific Knowledge
in Disaster-affected Area:

Trends of Guides in the Unzen Volcanic
Area UNESCO Global Geopark

MATSUKI Shunya

This paper discusses the relation between disaster experience narratives and geoscientific hazard
explanations, using the Unzen Volcanic Area UNESCO Global Geopark as a case. In the area affected
by the eruption of Mt. Unzen, there are some facilities for learning about volcanic hazard and dis-
aster, where many guides and storytellers share their personal experiences of the disaster. They are
learning geoscientific knowledge not only through provided opportunities, but also through voluntary
opportunities to participate in geopark activities. They have developed their own view of disasters
through their guiding activities, based on their personal experiences and beliefs while studying earth
sciences. In other words, they have developed their narratives as ‘translators’ with both a subjective
perspective as disaster experiencers and a scientific perspective as interpreters. Their narratives can
therefore be diverse and complex. The development of ‘translation’ narratives enables listeners not
only to gain a scientific understanding of hazards, but also to learn about different realities, norms
and lessons on disasters. Through such interactions, the disaster experiences of storytellers can
go beyond individual-level stories and become a broader ‘cultural resource’ that can be utilized for
future disaster prevention and mitigation.

Keywords: geostory, knowledge creation, translation, narrative, geopark guide, Shimabara Penin-

sula
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