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Local Identity Formation in a Modern Urban Festival:
A Case Study of Cultural Transformation of “Tsukurimono”
at the Shinno-sai Festival in Doshomachi, Osaka

Takuya HISAMOTO

This study aims to clarify how the local identity of a pharmaceutical industrial district was formed by a

contemporary urban festival. This was done by reviewing materials concerning the Shinno-sai festival, an

annual festival at the Sukunahikona Shrine in Doshomachi, Osaka.

Results showed that the festival, which had been attended by medicine dealers in the early Meiji era, trans-

formed into a social festival with public participation after “Tsukurimono” began to be displayed in 1880. It

was thought that the Yakusoko, a group of worshippers at the Sukunahikona Shrine, which had been establi-

shed by medicine dealers, intended to gather participants and liven up the festival by displaying fabricated

objects made of medicinal herbs. The “Tsukurimono” also encouraged the unity of each group of medicine

dealers after Kabunakama was dissolved.

The actual conditions (subject, location, materials, etc.) of the “Tsukurimono” from the late Meiji era to

the early Showa era are also clarified based on the article “Yakuseki Shimpo.” “Tsukurimono” using medici-

nal herbs were discontinued in favor of advertisements for the company and store products starting in 1920.

This may have resulted from a change in festivals brought about by the need to advertise to the public

following the transformation of the pharmaceutical industry. The pharmaceutical industry in Doshomachi

was reorganized from wholesalers to manufacturers, which led to changes in the materials and exhibitors of

“Tsukurimono”.

The results suggest that “Tsukurimono” from the Shinno-sai Festival played a role in expressing the local

Doshomachi identity, which enabled medicine dealers to remain a united and organized group during a period

of rapid modernization in the pharmaceutical industry.

Keywords : Doshomachi, Shinno-sai Festival, urban festival, Tsukurimono, local identity
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