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The deglobalization and international business of
Japanese auto-assemblers: A longitudinal study
focusing on export and local production from
2010 onwards

Shinichi Ishii

Summary

This study analyzes the export and offshore production of Japanese auto-
assemblers focusing on 2010 onwards, a deglobalization era including pandemic
disease and national supremacy. It shows that Japanese auto-assemblers increased
their export volume after the 1960s and boosted local production in North America
and Europe after the 1980s. However, local production volume in these markets
stagnated since the 2010s and dropped during the pandemic period around 2020,
followed by a recovery in 2023. In contrast, production in Asia has steadily
increased since the 1980s and has been outstanding since the 1990s, even during

the pandemic.

Key words: automobile manufacturer, export, local production, internationaliza-

tion, deglobalization
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