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A critical examination of the discourse of prostitution in Japanese
women’s support: focusing on “Self-Determination = Self-
Responsibility” / “Social Structure”
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Abstract

This study critically examined how prostitution discourse in social welfare and women’s
assistance is caught up in the dichotomy between “self-determination/self-responsibility” and “social
structure”. The results revealed that social welfare and women’s support theorists held a view of
prostitution and sex industry engagement that rejected prostitution of free will. Prostitution of
self-determination is considered the “self-responsibility” of the parties involved, and in return, the
viewpoint that prostitution is a problem of social structure is eliminated. On the other hand, there
was no suggestion among the authors that even if the motive for prostitution was curiosity or
the desire for entertainment money, if a person was in an urgent situation of sexual exploitation
or violence, support should be provided according to his or her needs. This authors pointed out
that social welfare and women’s support theorists have internalized a “Neo” liberal ideology that

emphasizes individual responsibility.

Key Words: prostitution discourse, Japanese women'’s support, self-responsibility
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