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. and Issetibbeha’s body had already been removed to where
the grave waited, along with the horse and the dog, though they
could still smell him in death about the house where he had
lived in life. The guests were beginning to move toward the
grave when the bearers of Moketubbe's litter mounted the
slope.

The Negro was the tallest there, his high, close, mud-caked
head looming above them all. He was breathing hard, as though
the desperate effort of the six suspended and desperate days
had catapulted upon him at once; although they walked slowly,
his naked scarred chest rose and fell above the close-clutched
left arm. He looked this way and that continuously, as if he were
not seeing, as though sight never quite caught up with the look-
ing. His mouth was open a little upon his big white teeth; he be-
gan to pant. The already moving guests halted, pausing, looking
back, some with pieces of meat in their hands, as the Negro
looked about at their faces with his wild, restrained, unceasing
eyes. (‘Red Leaves” 339)
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They brought food and watched quietly as he tried to eat it. He
put the food into his mouth and chewed it, but chewing, the
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half-masticated matter began to emerge from the corners of his
mouth and to drool down his chin, onto his chest, and after a
while he stopped chewing and sat there, naked, covered with
dried mud, the plate on his knees, and his mouth filled with a
mass of chewed food, open, his eyes wide and unceasing, pant-

ing and panting....

“Wait,” the Negro said. He dipped the gourd again and tilted
it against his face, beneath his ceaseless eyes. Again they
watched his throat working and the unswallowed water sheath-
ing broken and myriad down his chin, channeling his caked
chest.... Then the water ceased, though still the empty gourd
tilted higher and higher, and still his black throat aped the vain
motion of his frustrated swallowing. A piece of water-loosened
mud carried away from his chest and broke at his muddy feet,
and in the empty gourd they could hear his breath: ah-ah-ah.
("Red Leaves” 340-41)
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