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Mitsuru Senda’s Theory of Children’s Play Space Design

Yoshida Naoya
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environment, Yuukan structure

This paper is a review of architect Mitsuru Senda’s theory of children’s play spaces. It
clarifies his basic ideas behind the design strategy of such spaces. For him, a play space
consists of a playground and a play method. Play spaces are not only physical; rather,
when an actor (subject) is involved, a play space is created as a coupling of the physical
space with the actor. Senda argues that four basic conditions are needed for play to occur:
(1) freedom, (2) enjoyment, (3) gratuitousness, and (4) repetition. Children cultivate
creativity through play that is free, enjoyable, repetitive. Spaces that inspire play and
which satisfy these four conditions have diverse characteristics. This diversity is demanded
by playing children. Children prefer places with varying and conflicting characteristics,
such as high, low, narrow, wide, light, dark, soft, hard, and so on. The diversity of the

characteristics of space guarantees the diversity of how children will play in the space.



