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Establishment and Transformation of the Asakura family’s Domination Structure in Echizen
Province
: A Study of Documents Issued by the Asakura Family
Takuya YOKOTA

In the past, many of the documented historical studies of the Echizen Asakura family have evaluated
the 1st Takakage and The 3rd Sadakage as having contributed to the establishment of Asakura’s
domination, or have evaluated the rule of the 5th Yoshikage, whose relationship with Ashikaga
Yoshiaki and Oda Nobunaga led to his downfall, in a negative light. In this paper, using the
documents written during the same period regarding the Asakura family’s domination of Echizen
Province, we have taken the Echizen Asakura family’s rule from the 1st Takakage to the 5th
Yoshikage era and empirically elucidated its actual situation and deepening.

The 1st Takakage ruled the region as a subject of the Siba clan, but after the Onin War, he became
independent and expanded his effective rule by his own power. The 2nd Ujikage followed the rule of
the 1st Takakage and became more involved in regional affairs. The 3rd Sadakage “grew” the
Asakura family as a power entity at the national level and defined the ruling system of Echizen
Province, including the development of a bureaucratic system within the Asakura family power and
clarification of the division of roles. The 4th Takakage succeeded and developed the ruling system
established by Sadakage, and developed a system for issuing documents for the Asakura family. The
5th Yoshikage began to delegate substantial and universal control in Echizen to magistrates, a
document system was established, and Asakura’s rule, led by the head of the clan, reached its peak.
However, it should be kept in mind that the war against Oda Nobunaga made it necessary to abolish
the Gunji placed in Tsuruga and concentrate power in the hands of Yoshikage.

Thus, it can be evaluated that the power structure of the Asakura family was transitioned in stages
over five generations, and that Asakura family domination grew and developed through the 5th
Yoshikage. The Asakura family’s domination, as revealed in this paper, may provide a clue for the
study of Ichijodani (Fukui City), the Asakura family’s stronghold, which is mainly being studied in the
field of archaeology.

Keywords: Asakura family, Echizen Province, Sengoku Daimyo, magistrate system, the power
structure



