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Fifteen Five Years of SGI-USA (2) 
Americanization and Post-Americanization of a new Japanese religion 

 

Yutaka AKIBA 

 

This paper discusses how Soka Gakkai International (SGI), a largely Christian society 

comprised of people of many different racial backgrounds, has been accepted in the US. 

The paper focuses on the history of the propagation of SGI, their conversion process, 

and the impact of the concepts of Nichiren among new believers. 

Many believers of Japanese religions that proselytize overseas are of Japanese origin 

or descent, but SGI has more than 12 million members in 192 nations and regions, 

including not only Japanese people living abroad, but also non-Japanese. SGI has more 

than 110,000 members in the US, many of whom are Americans. So how has Soka 

Gakkai, a religion said to be grounded in Japanese Buddhism and to have a collectivistic 

bent, been accepted in the US, which differs from Japan in its language, emphasis on 

liberalism and individualism, and Judeo-Christian cultural background? 

Studies have already identified several reasons that Japanese new religions are being 

accepted by overseas natives, such as the use of the native language in meetings, the 

translation of teachings, the adaptation of religious rituals to local lifestyles, the 

appointment of natives as religious leaders, and an emphasis on detailed personal 

guidance. These factors also applied to SGI-USA during the 1960s and 1970s. 

Preceding studies have claimed that SGI-USA had been indigenized by 1980. 

In this paper, I will report on SGI-USA based on research conducted over the past 

seven years, and re-examine the Americanization of SGI-USA. 
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