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The Representation of the Female School Teacher as ‘Democratic’ : 
An analysis of the Post-war Films Aoi Sanmyaku 

                                                    

SUGIMOTO Kazuko 

 

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the asymmetry of gender relations in 

postwar Japan by analyzing the representation of the female school teacher as 

‘democratic’ in the five post-war films titled Aoi Sanmyaku. 

In the first four films Aoi Sanmyaku produced from 1949 to 1975, the female 

school teacher plays a part in maintaining gender structure by camouflaging the 

reality of gender inequality as ‘democratic’. However, the  school teacher in the 

1988 film has lost the ability to camouflage gender inequality and has become a 

symbol of heterosexual male desire.  

It was a clever “gender trick” to present the female school teacher as 
‘democratic’ in postwar Japan. Based on this representation, women have 
internalized the image of a "male-made ideal woman" as a role model 
and have been driven into a system that divides female solidarity while fostering 

the illusion that this role model is a subjective choice. 

In order not to be taken in this "gender trick" by a palatable 
representation of the school teacher as ‘democratic’ but changing through 
time, it is necessary to have a multilayered viewpoint based on diverse 
categories. 
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