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Possibility of the Narrative Approach in the Free School Study: 
For a Study in Consideration of Variety and Fluidity 

 

HASHIOTO Akane 

 

The purpose of this paper is to consider the methods for the study of free 

school and to get the new point of view for future studies through analyzing 

critically the articles about the concept of free school. 

At first, I surveyed the preceding studies on the process of the spread of a 

concept of the free school and how it has been used. I found that the concept had 

spread through books which introduced the examples of free school in Europe 

and America and through seminars on free school. As a result, the term is lightly 

used by people who actually work with children.  

Then, I classified the preceding studies of free school based on their 

methods. The finding revealed that the field of study in qualitative researches 

are limited compared to the quantitative survey and studies using documents. In 

addition, these studies show what kind of practices take place in so called free 

school, but do not define what is free school. 

To solve this problem, this paper presents narrative approach as a new 

viewpoint of experience to grasp what is free school in terms of variety and 

fluidity for the future free school study. 
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