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A gender analysis of the destitute:

Focused on the women suffering from poverty

Mie Shimahara

<Abstract>

This paper aims to show the importance of the care work, which is responsibility of women,
through the specific circumstance of the destitute. Recently, the issue of widespread poverty
and prevalent income disparity is now a serious social problem in Japan. Especially, the
poverty among single mother and elderly women has been regarded as a problem. However,
few women desire favors from the support services. Although the “poverty of women” is
considered as a social issue, the real lives of them are unknown. This paper studies the
connection between the poverty and the care work to argue the current situation of the

women suffering from poverty.



