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Black hair and Cleanliness —An analysis of magazine articles an “Fujin

eisei zasshi” from Maeiji era to Taisho era-

Yokoyama Tomoko

This study investigates the contents of an article entitled “hair” published in “Fujin
eisei zasshi”, a magazine from the Meiji era, and explore how to change in the time
have effects on the cleanliness value of Japanese female hair.

The policy of measures to enrich and strengthen a country worked on for armaments
reinforcement and unification in the period tried Western imitation from a few
information of the foreign countries, aimed at the spread of hygiene thought the power
of empire medical care, and then intervened in the body of the woman. It was strong and
affected not only a haircut and the shampoo as the method to keep clean but also the
hairstyle. However, the heir was not just clean, it was supposed what the state that
contradicted it that was made to carry the way of the female inside as the aesthetic
object which beautiful black hair and a Japanese tradition.

However, domestic production of the soap began, improvement of the infrastructure,
the spread of elementary courses and a rise in literacy rate, the development of the
economy came up occupation female changed the woman beauty to demand it by own
self from a traditional female. In addition, the shampoo custom changed with it, and

entrenchment of the cleanliness.



