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Do We Need Restorative Justice to Realize Justice for Victims of Sexual 

Violence? : Analysis of Recent Discussions in English 

Orika Komatsubara

   This research aims to reveal what constitutes justice for victims of sexual violence (SV) 

from a philosophical standpoint. SV victim advocates have claimed that reforming criminal 

justice systems and strictly punishing offenders are essential to realize justice. I instead 

advocate constructing a framework for the meaning of 'justice' with the needs of SV victims 

at its center, according to the concepts of restorative justice (RJ).

    RJ for SV has recently been spreading widely in European countries. Researchers are 

exploring possibilities of RJ for SV and focusing on real data of RJ practices. The results of 

experimental studies reveal that the psychological needs of SV victims are satisfied by RJ 

practices. On the other hand, RJ includes philosophical aspects as well, as evidenced by RJ 

researchers discussing the problems of modern criminal justice systems at the conceptual 

level.  Therefore, it is important to ask from a philosophical standpoint what constitutes 

justice for SV victims.

    Kathleen Daly has discussed gender and justice in the context of RJ. I take up and focus 

on psychotherapy and RJ. In the light of her work, I reconsider justice for SV victims from 

the perspectives of gender and therapy.
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