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The Dead in the Dreams and the Soul
Yunfei Bai

We know from the Analects that Confucius often saw the Duke of Zhou in his dream. The
dead were reported to appear in the dreams and sometimes foretell or warn those who
dreamed. They were usually mentioned personally by name or their posts, not as the souls of
the dead. But they were called as the souls in the texts in Tang Dynasty. Through a
research on the descriptions of the dreams in which the dead appeared, we find that the
image of the world of the dead was established after East Han. Moreover, according to the
texts after that era, the inhabitants of that world were thought to be the souls. From as early
as the Zhou Dynasty, the souls had been thought to pass back and forth. ~So it is natural that
in Tang Dynasty the dead in the dreams were thought to be the souls of them.



