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Zeng Gong(8&)’s image of the ideal wife

—with a focus on his epitaphs of women

Lin Xueyun

Zeng Gong (%), one of the eight greatest prose writers of the Tang and
Song (FF) dynasties, wrote sixty epitaphs, twenty-five of which were those
of women. In this paper, through analyzing his epitaphs of women, his
lesser-known article “Domestic management” (N4 Neizhi), and his five
poems describing his wife (her family name was “Zhao #”), I investigate his
image of the ideal wife.

The ideal wife should have basic virtues associated with women, such as
piety, benevolence, politeness, and obedience. He also insists that the ideal
wife should obey and assist her husband, and at the same time should be a
sophisticated and talented woman. His keen observations of life provided a
basis not only for his many epitaphs of women, but also for the image of the
ideal wife; I argue that this image reflects the spirit of that period.



