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Social work theory and the care of ethics:
current issuesand futuredirections

Akiko Kgjima
Department of Social Welfare, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Osaka Prefecture University

Abstract

This article amsto explain that in recent times, the arguments for the ‘ethic of care’ are being considered
in relation to socid work theory. This ethical approach has such basic motifs as care, need, individua
responsiveness, and attentiveness. Though this is an important notion, few social work writers have paid
atention to the ethic of care in socia work. In socid work, justice and human rights are considered to be
more important than the notion of care. However, it has recently emerged by feminist ethics that the theory
of rationd justice presupposes an absiract, general moral agent who is separated from the others. How can
the ethic of care then be incorporated? Social work is going to draw an effective model by not separately
incorporating the ethic of care but by combining it with the ethic of justice. This approach has received
partidly the ethic of care, and resulted in a practicall model called the ‘dialogue model'.As such, the

problem now is striking a balance among care, justice, and other social work values.

Key words: socia work, care, justice, ethics
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